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March 28, 1977

€axx Threw the Ching, got six yang lines with a nine in second place.
Called Godel's mumber, got the xk® wrong undber, called again, got his
wife who said call again at 4.

Called at 4, got godel, said he was eating lunch, call again at 4;30.
called at 4:30, say I would like to talk to him about some things.

"Talk about what?" he asks, suspiciously, perhaps expecting me to ask for
smoething x®m or &g argue about set theroy.

I ak asked him about Q.M., did he agree with Einstein that the copenhagen
interpretaion was just a positivisticy ke theory expressing the limit of
human knowledge rather than a realisti c theory of how the world is. Yes,
he agreed.

Why is the future not predictiable then, though I asked, does this mean that
time branches? I tried to sketch the KX MU interpretation, which he seemed not
to be familiar with. I came back to this again later. The gist of what he
said was that he did believe that there could easily be other universse which
had nox coausal link at all with ours...that it would be rather staange if there
wre just this one finite universe with its peculiarities §sd§kdfifffff [ He
said, also, that he did not think that our universe had any actual physcial
infinities. When I asked about if there could not beinfinities in the small
beyond the wuantum mlim it he seemed to say that there o could be, but not
for us to see]. He did not think it reasonable that every possible universe exists.

Why does the I Gh%ﬁg work,I asked? He said that the world has structural
properties as well as causal properties, which physics studies.

I asked about the Mind. That is, iw repaeated his remarks that there
could be inprinciple a machine which duplicates us, and would there be a Mind
beyond khkke theis behaviour? He said yes, the Mind is the thing which isstructured
but it a&dfaaf exists independently of the individual properties. I then
asked if he beleived that the Mind is everywhere, One. Of course, he says, this
is the basic mystic teaching. I was happy to see that without my suggesting & it
he did refer to the classical mystic tradition.

I % asked , "What causes the illusion of the passage of time?", a$ter
referring to his paper as I used it in my book. He spoke dEjtkglfakfikhhf
not directly to this question, but to the guestion of what my question meant,
that is wh-I would even believe that there is a perceived a3d6§f6fi passage of
time (which % he practically denied, saying that this fuXz® pesition is to
e wrong. He related the getting rid of the passage of time to the mystic



ONe Mind which was referred to r.e. the question about mechanical intelligence)
With regard to the question about the passage of time he said that this
arises from the confusing of the given with a reality. Passage of time
arises becasue we think of occupying different realities. In fact, we occupy
only different givens. There 1o0os olny one reality.
He also remarked, on this point, that fmx we seem to be more interested in
the future than the past.

I asked if the unpredictability of the &m future did not lead to
branching time perhaps. He came back to his old cont#&ntion that the
future is in fact predictable. But, I asked, if you can find out how
to see the future, aan't you then falsifyx the khm technique by déliberately
doing something other than that which wqs predicted? He ansered that if
you imd intended to k do that, then you would not learn the prediction scheme.
A great answer. He clatified that you do not go and do what you can see that
you are poing to do, except perhaps there is , he granted, unpredictability
in verysmall actions. "Which shoe do you put on first'" was the example I
used. He seemed to say, though I didn't quite hear, £h "But xnuqsk.why wear
shoes?"

It was a pleasant enough conversation. At one point he said,'this
converstaion is not eading anywahere", but then it picked up again. AT
the end he was friendly and seemed interested to see my book, which I said I'd
send.

I asked several times about the many universes notion, he said it would take

a lot of work to seexa what was behind my questions.
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