




































July 1 , 1975 

Called Godel at home. 

He s-aid t hat my recent resear ch was "tending in very bizarr e directions", 


and. that i wouldn't get into the Institue as l ong as i ketp it up . I might 


get in i f i went back to the type of thing i did on my thesis. 


"set theor y is an idealization , and the power-set axiom is one of the f irst 


necessary idealizations." 


"any axiom of i nfinity which decides the continuum problem will do so 


on t he basis of the "orders of growth" axioms." 


I told him i was thinking of giving up mathematics to write science-fiction. 

He was horrif ied, bu t laughing , urged me to go into the foundations of physics 

instead. 

He sai d i was right in mxiH saying that there is n omeaning to KHRXEHRKRpK 


s t atements about the class of all sets. HR His solution was to Hp have 


t he concept of all sets as an i n t ensional , non-extensional, thing. 


I asked what concepts were , what about the con cept of all concepts. He 

responded that concepts need not be well-founded. Of course, he 

added, olne could speak of well-founded concepts, as,ing e.g. kgmkJ-lk~ i f 

t he concept o f all well-f ounded conepts is well-f ounded . "But,"he added,"there 

is no theory of concepts". 

He caustioned against blending the metaphysical Absolute with the concept of 

al l well-founded sets . "It is ~rovable that ;ikjpmkj~lj~lj~#iik~lyou get all 

the sets by iterationg the power set operation" 

"I cannot believe that your bizarre me thods will lead anywhere." 

I got snotty and said "Wll, that's a chance you have to take" first i said 

"well, you know, i still think my ideas are correct " and then he said something 

like "But no one in the whole world agrees with you" and then the first thing. 

earliet i argued that sets a r e not j ust idealixation, that set theory should 


be tied to something real."there you are thinking of nameable sets" he said. 
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