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55. Geranium 

 
Acrylic on canvas. 16" by 20". April, 2009. 
 
I wanted to just paint a still-life for a change, and I ended up combining aspects of 

two potted geraniums in my back yard. At some point, I always have to stop looking at the 
object and start making things up, otherwise I’d never finish.  With this geranium I did have 
something extra in mind, that is, I’m working on a kind of urban fantasy/sf novel called Jim 
and the Flims, and my characters are about to make their way to the castle of the King of 
Flimsy. And I had the idea that the castle could look like a giant geranium. Those leaves are 
thick, you see, with rooms in them, and the flims are buzzing around them like gnats, only 
too small to see in the painting---but I may come back and paint this again. 
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56. Man in Flame Car 

 
Acrylic on canvas. 24" by 18". May, 2009. 
 
I’ve been fascinated by cars with flames ever since I was a kid poring over my big 

brother’s hot rod magazines. In 1973 I had a fairly generic white Ford that I painted some 
flames on my myself. It was an amateur job—but it was fun.  I happened to go to a car show 
in Southern California in May, 2009, and I got the idea to paint one. It’s hard to pin down 
the mood of the guy in the car. A little sad and lonely, but calm. In a loose sense, the guy 
represents me, and the way I happened to feeling that day—he has flashy flames on the 
outside, but inside, he’s on his own, as we always are. 
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57. The Abduction 

 
Acrylic on canvas. 40" by 30". June, 2009. 
 
I painted this scene to help visualize a chapter in my novel, Jim and the Flims.  In the 

background we have a giant geranium plant that’s being used as a castle by a race of flying 
people.  In the foreground, a man’s girlfriend is being abducted by an alien who’s taken on 
the shape of a dinosaur.  The sun is a glowing alien being known as a “jiva” and shaped like 
a beet.  On the left is my old dog, Arf.  What could be more natural? 



 

  117 

 
 




