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Log 
Hereôs a list of my writing activities while composing Hylozoic.  Iôve indented 

and [bracketed] the side projects that werenôt directly related to the novel. 

 
Sept 13, 2006.  Created this Notes document. 

 [September 13-16, 2006.  Revised The Hollow Earth for 2
nd

 Edition.  1/2007.] 

 [October 7, 2006.  Story: ñThe Imitation Game.ò  Interzone, Spring, 2008] 

 [December 15, 2006.  Story: ñThe Third Bomb.ò  Flurb #2, 1/2007.] 

 [Oct 8, 06 - 1/15, 2007.  Story w. Sterling: ñHormiga Canyon.ò IASFM, 8/07] 

Jan 15, 2007.  Sent off Version 1 of my proposal for the novel. 

Jan 22, 2007.  Started writing the novel. 

March 21, 2007.  Done Chapter One. 

April 9, 2007.  Sent off Version 2 of the outline and proposal. 

 [April 7, 2007.  Essay: ñPsipunk,ò Amsterdam lecture.] 

 [April 24, 2007.  Fix-up story: ñPostsingular Outtakes,ò Flurb #3, 4/24/07.] 

May 9, 2007.  Done Chapter Two. 

 [May 20, 2007.  Story w. Laidlaw: ñThe Perfect Wave.ò IASFM, Jan, 2008] 

 [May 30, 2007.  ñOur Synthetic Futuresò for Newsweek International.] 

 [June 2, 2007.  ñGnarly CAsò for Make magazine.] 

June 18, 2007.  Done Chapter Three. 

 [ July 17, 2007.  ñThe Great Awakeningò for Year Million anthology and IASFM, 8/08.] 

July 23, 2007.  Done Chapter Four. 

 [ July 23, 2007.  ñOn Mundane SFò for New York Review of SF.] 

September 11, 2007.  Done Chapter Five. 

 [September 19, 2007, Story: ñBoschôs Apprenticeò,  Flurb #4, Fall-Winter, 2007] 

 [October 2, 2007, Postsingular appears in hardback.] 

 [November 4, 2007, I release Postsingular online for free.] 

 [November 9-11, 2007, My art show at Live Worms in SF.] 

November 14, 2007.  Done Chapter Six. 

 [November 15-Dec 7, 2007, Story: ñJack and the Aktualsò for Templeton Foundation 

  and Tor.com,  Fall, 2008.] 

 [Jan 9-20, 2007, Essay: ñEverything is Alive.ò For Progress of Theoretical Physics (Kyoto)] 

 [January 22, 2008.  Email interview about Frek and the Elixir for a webzine called, 

  Buck Rogers in the 26th Century.] 

January 25, 2008.  Done Chapter Seven. 

 [January 28, 2008.  Email interview about Alice in Wonderland for an academic volume.] 

February 8, 2008.  Finish Chapter Eight and therewith the First Draft. 

March 6, 2008.  Finish Second Draft, send it to Tor. 

 [March 28, 2008.  Story: ñTangiers Routinesò Flurb #5, Spring ïSummer, 2008] 

 [April, 2008.  ñQloneò, to appear in Flurb #6, Fall, 2008] 

 [May 4-6, 2008.  ñMessage Found in a Gravity Waveò, Nature Physics] 

 [May 10-July  16, 2008.  ñColliding Branesò (with Bruce Sterling), sold to IASFM.] 

June 4, 2008.  Start Third Draft. 

July 10, 2008.  Mail Third Draft to Tor. 

 [July 24, 2008.  Short story from the novel, ñAfter Everything Woke Up,ò 

  accepted by Interzone.] 

August 15, 2008.  Mail Fourth Draft to Tor. 

October 18, 2008.  Mail Tor my corrections to the copy-edits. 
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To Do 
Keep in mind that that Thuy and Jayjay love natural gnarl. 

Check in Seth Lloydôs work how many bytes of information are in a human 

bodyôs ten octillion atoms.  And check my claim that the tulpa simulation requires ten 

tridecillion integers. 

Make it clearer in Chapter 6 that Chu has a turning point in that he learns to 

enjoy and embrace chaos. 

In Chapter 3, the Peng behave quite a lot like humans, but I want to claim they 

donôt have RDF (remorse-doubt-fear), so perhaps I need to change their emotional 

tenor.  This said, I think itôs more enjoyable to read about characters that do behave so 

much like humans. 

Discuss the phenomenal consciousness of silps, the fact that, like us, they 

enjoy the sensations of things.  

Third Draft To Dos: 

 Should we see Thuyôs mother again in the novel after Tôs visit before 

she goes surfing?  Should Thuy make her peace with Minh near the 

end? 

 Should Pekklet, Pekkaôs agent, look different than just a big Peng bird?  

What if she looked like a planet?  But then Iôd have to change the fight 

scene at the end.  Human gods often look like big humans, after all. 

 I need to say a little more about how the rune wears onto and off a 

personôs body.  If you leave the ranch it goes away quickly, if you 

come in it doesnôt attach to you. 
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Plans 

Publication Rate 

 
 

November 13, 2007.  I whiled away a couple of hours making up this chart in 

Microsoft Excel, plotting how many new books I published each year (Iôm not 

counting reprints or editing jobs, although I am counting my own story anthologies).  I 

tacked on a few zero-production years before my first book just to smooth out the 

graph. 

I guess I made this graph to reassure myself about the likelihood that I wonôt 

finish Hylozoic until Feburary or March, 2008, which may be too late for it to still 

come out in Fall, 2008.  For the graph, Iôm assuming Hylozoic comes out in 2009, and 

that I wonôt have a new book ready for 2010. 

In this case, my ñlinear trend lineò (the nearly level dashed line across the 

lower part graph) will still be slanting up!  The wiggly dotted line is a 6th-order 

polinomial approximation to the curve, and is a different kind of ñtrend line.ò  The 

polinomial trend line looks somewhat different for different order polinomial 

approximationsðsince this one is based on a degree six polinomial it ñhasò to have 

five max-min points (the curve wants to curve up at the left and right ends). 

Interesting chartðat least to me.  Looking at the polinomial approximation, it 

seems that my writing life has two acts.  (But do keep in mind that if I was using an 

8th-order polinomial curve, I could just as well get three acts.) 

A big burst in the early years; thatôs when I was freelancing in downtown 

Lynchburg; I had two books a year for three years in a row. 

Things slid back when I started teaching at SJSU in 1986, and I was in a 

trough in the mid-nineties.  I was drinking too much and smoking a lot of pot, and I 

was spending a lot of my energy on programming.  Intermission. 

After I got into recovery in 1996, I got a second wind.  I was still programning 

a lot (writing the Pop game framework in fact), but with sobriety my writing amped 


